
T 
he city of Santa Monica's new policies were clear: 
Significant best management practices (BMPs) must 

Urban be in place to protect all 13 of the sub-watersheds 
in its boundaries from pollution. That meant some 
serious planning for Neal Shapiro, urban runoff 

Stormwater management coordinator for the California city. 
The treatment of stormwater is especially important at the 

city's Centinela sub-watershed. Stormwater runoff from this site 

Retrofit runs into the Sawtelle Channel, a large storm drain conduit that 
runs next to Santa Monica's Mar Vista Park, a public park that 
is part of the Centinela shed. From there, the stormwater runoff 

Projects eventually flows to Ballona Creek, a nearly 9-mile waterway 
that eventually drains into the Santa Monica Bay. 

Runoff that escapes the Centinela sub-watershed untreated, 
then. would eventuallv end ur, in the bav. a situation no one 

By Dan Rafter 
a ,  I 1 wants. 

Shapiro, though, faced a set of unique challenges largely 
because of the sub-watershed's urban location. He had to deal 
not only with commissioners and regulators in his own city, but 
also with those in bordering Los ~ngeles,  because the ~ei t inela  

Small spaces, sub-watershed treats both dry-weather and wet-weather runoff 
from the western portions of that city, as well as from Santa creative solutions Monica itself. 

Shapiro and Santa Monica officials decided, in the plans 
for their Westside Water Quality Improvement Project, to treat 
the runoff with a two-stage system consisting of a concrete 
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